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D&vS Powers; JFK’s Loyal Aide 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Boston — Dave Powers, the Boston Irishman who 
was John F. Kennedy’s famously devoted aide every 
« step of the way to the White House and served after 
JFK’s assassination as the keeper of the Camelot leg- 
end, died Friday at 85. 

Mr. Powers came to be known as Kennedy’s “coat- 
holder” and “Sancho Panza” because he spent his life 
tending to JFK’s career, his widow and children, and 
Finally his legacy, as curator of the John F. Kennedy 
Library museum. 

“Jack loved Dave Powers like a brother, and so did 
all of us in the Kennedy family,” Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy (D-Mass.) said in a statement. 

The child of Irish immigrants, Mr. Powers had an 
Irish-Catholic upbringing in the Charlestown section 
* of Boston. He knew everyone in the neighborhood. 
Because of that, a campaign worker directed Kennedy 
to Mr. Powers’ door when Kennedy was campaigning 
for Congress in 1946. Mr. Powers had been support- 
ing the rival candidate, but he was so taken by Kenne- 
dy that he changed camps. 

In later years, Mr. Powers traveled thousands oT~ 
miles with Kennedy on campaigns and missions. 
After Kennedy was elected president in 1960, he be- 


came a special assistant in the White House. He 
served as an unofficial greeter at White House func- 
tions and as a full-time friend to the president. Ken- 
nedy, he said, “was the greatest man I ever met and 
the best friend I ever had.” 

On Nov. 22, 1963, Mr. Powers was riding in the 
presidential motorcade in Dallas when Kennedy was 
shot. When the president’s limousine reached Park- 
land Hospital, Mr. Powers helped remove Kennedy 
and put him on a stretcher. That afternoon he accom- 
panied Jacqueline Kennedy back to Washington, next 
to the casket on Air Force One. He recalled the trip in 
an article for Life magazine. 

“On that long, sad ride home, Jackie sat next to the 
casket. She was so brave on the trip back to Washing- 
ton. At one point she turned to me and said, ‘Oh, 
Dave, you’ve been with him all these years. What will 
you do now?’ ” recalled Mr. Powers. “I choked up — I 
couldn’t answer her.” 

Mr. Powers served in the Army Air Force in China, 
Burma and India during World War II. 

He died at a hospital in suburban Arlington. He is 
survived by his wife, Jo, a son, two daughters and 
three grandchildren. Funeral arrangements were in- 
complete. 


